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South Dakota Lions

White Cane Days

(White Cane Safety Day is recognized October 15 each year)
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Introduction

The South Dakota Lions Foundation and Lions Clubs throughout the state joined forces to raise funds for our mission of assisting the blind and visually impaired. This first-ever White Cane Days in South Dakota was a great success! The event not only raised money to support the South Dakota Lions Foundation and local club efforts, but also helped to educate South Dakotans about the use of white canes, the laws concerning white canes, and how white canes symbolize courage and independent spirit in the visually impaired community.

Lions Club International recognizes October 15 each year as White Cane Safety Day. Traditionally, Lions Clubs across the country hold White Cane Days activities during that week. Choose the day(s) that works for you in your community.
We need your club to make this year’s White Cane Days a success!!

Here’s how you can help:

· Receive approval from your club board of directors to participate.

· Designate the day or days your club will participate in 2006.

· Choose a chairperson for your local White Cane Days event.

· Complete the enclosed registration form and order form for supplies (including promotional materials). Return it to the South Dakota Lions Foundation office. If your club participated last year, please take inventory of any unused supplies before ordering more.

· Obtain permission from local stores, malls, restaurants, churches, etc. to provide educational materials and to ask for donations in exchange for small, white canes or stickers.

· Challenge all club members to get donations. Take shifts at public venues etc.

· Publicize your event using the public relations materials that will be provided.

· Spread the word and get those donations!! Remember, your club will keep half of all donations collected and send half to the SD Lions Foundation to further support the mission of the Lions of SD.

· Order white cane supplies early.  Your supplies will follow shortly.

· Call the SD Lions Foundation office at 1-888-735-4667 or 605-338-0551 for any further information.

Our goal for White Cane Days is to raise $10,000 for Foundation support and local club efforts. Together, we can do it!!

Background

American Council of the Blind 
History of White Cane Safety Day 
by Philip Strong
The white cane is not just a tool that can be used to achieve independence; it is also a symbol of the blind citizens in our society. To honor the many achievements of blind and visually impaired Americans and to recognize the white cane's significance in advancing independence, we observe October 15 of each year as "White Cane Safety Day." Today, the white cane works both, as a tool for the blind as well as a symbol, but this has not always been the case. Throughout history, the cane, staff, and stick have existed as traveling aids for the blind and visually impaired. Dating back to biblical times, records show that a shepherd's staff was used as a tool for solitary travel. The blind used such tools to alert them to obstacles in their path.

For centuries, the "cane" was used merely as a tool for travel and it was not until the twentieth century that the cane, as we know it today, was promoted for use by the blind as a symbol to alert others to the fact that an individual was blind.

This new role for the white cane had its origins in the decades between the two World Wars, beginning in Europe and then spreading to North America. James Biggs of Bristol claimed to have invented the white cane in 1921. After an accident claimed his sight, the artist had to readjust to his environment. Feeling threatened by increased motor vehicle traffic around his home, Biggs decided to paint his walking stick white to make himself more visible to motorists.

It was not however until ten years later the white cane established its presence in society. In February 1931, Guilly d'Herbemont launched a scheme for a national white stick movement for blind people in France. The campaign was reported in British newspapers leading to a similar scheme being sponsored by rotary clubs throughout the United Kingdom. In May 1931 the BBC suggested in its radio broadcasts that blind individuals might be provided with a white stick, which would become universally recognized as a symbol indicating that somebody was blind or visually impaired. In North America the introduction of the white cane has been attributed to the Lion's Clubs International. In 1930, a Lion's Club member watched as a blind man attempted to make his way across a busy street using a black cane. With the realization that the black cane was barely visible to motorists, the Lion's Club decided to paint the cane white to increase its visibility to oncoming motorists. In 1931, the Lion's Club International began a national program promoting the use of white canes for persons who are blind Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, blind persons had walked with their canes held diagonally in a fixed position, and the role of the white cane took on a symbolic role as an identifier. But when the blind veterans of World War II returned to America, the form and the use of the white cane was further altered in an attempt to help return veterans to participatory lifestyles at home.

Doctor Richard Hoover developed the "long cane" or "Hoover" method of cane travel. These white canes are designed to be used as mobility devices and returned the cane to its original role as a tool for mobility, but maintained the symbolic role as an identifier of blind independence.

During this period, the white cane began to make its way into government policy as a symbol for the blind.

The first special White Cane Ordinance was passed in December 1930 in Peoria, Illinois. It granted blind pedestrians protections and the right-of-way while carrying a white cane. In 1935, Michigan began promoting the white cane as a visible symbol for the blind. On February 25, 1936, ordinance was passed for the City of Detroit recognizing the white cane. To promote the new ordinance, a demonstration was held at City Hall where the blind and visually impaired were presented with white canes. The following year, Donald Schuur wrote the provision of a bill and had it proposed in the State Legislature. The proposal gave the carrier of the White Cane protection while traveling on the streets of Michigan. Governor Frank Murphy signed the bill into law in March 1937. During the early 1960's, several state organizations and rehabilitation agencies serving the blind and visually impaired citizens of the United States urged Congress to proclaim October 15 of each year to be White Cane Safety Day in all fifty states. This event marked a climatic moment in the long campaign of the organized blind movement to gain state as well as national recognition for the white cane. On October 6, 1964, a joint resolution of the Congress, HR 753, was signed into law authorizing the President of the United States to proclaim October 15 of each year as "White Cane Safety Day". The resolution read "Resolved by the Senate and HR. that the President is hereby authorized to issue annually a proclamation designating October 15 as White Cane Safety Day and calling upon the people of the United States to observe such a day with appropriate ceremonies and activities." Within hours of passage of the congressional resolution, President Lyndon B. Johnson went down in history as the first to proclaim October 15, as White Cane Safety Day. The Presidential proclamation emphasized the significance of the use of the white cane as both a tool and as a visible symbol. In the first White Cane Proclamation President Johnson commended blind people for the growing spirit of independence and the increased determination to be self-reliant and dignified. He said in part: "A white cane in our society has become one of the symbols of a blind person's ability to come and go on his own. Its use has promoted courtesy and opportunity for mobility of the blind on our streets and highways." During most years since 1964, the President has proclaimed October 15 as White Cane Safety Day. On October 15, 2000, President Bill Clinton again reminded us of the history of the white cane as a tool, and its purpose as a symbol of blindness: “With proper training, people using the white cane can enjoy greater mobility and safety by determining the location of curbs, steps, uneven pavement, and other physical obstacles in their path. The white cane has given them the freedom to travel independently to their schools and workplaces and to participate more fully in the life of their communities. it reminds us that the only barriers against people with disabilities are discriminatory attitudes and practices that our society has too often placed in their way. As we observe White Cane Safety Day, let us recall the history of the white cane, its emergence as a tool and a symbol through history; a staff of independence. Let us also recall the events that have permitted us to celebrate October 15 as White Cane Safety Day.
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SD White Cane Days Registration
Lions Club:_________________________________________________

White Cane Days Chair:_______________________________________
Shipping Address:___________________________________________________
Phone(s): _________________________E-mail:_________________________ 
Designated White Cane Day(s) in our community:_______________________
Activities Planned:
Total Fundraising Goal (half to be donated to the SD Lions Foundation): $_______________________                                                

White Cane Days supplies will be provided by the SD Lions Foundation. If you participated last year, please take inventory of your remaining supplies before ordering more. Remember, the greater the cost of supplies, the less money we can give in direct assistance! Please plan assertively but wisely!

	Item
	Description
	Quantity Needed

	Canes
	
	

	White Cane Days stickers
	peel and stick
	

	Balloons
	*11” balloons and sticks for helium
	

	Coin collectors/sign back
	*Plastic box with slot for donations and printed card board sign.
	

	Video
	12-minute video to inspire members – on loan only. Please request dates needed for meeting(s). Clubs may purchase their own videos for $8 each.
	

	Poster
	16x22” poster for windows, collection points etc.
	


*while quantities last
Please return this form to:  SD Lions Foundation, 800 N. West Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Fax: 605-338-2392

Event Ideas

· Ask local businesses to allow you to solicit on site.  Contact them with a letter before hand. Set up a table with information at the local grocery store, discount store, etc.
· Take on the traffic with bucket drives.  Standing at a busy traffic light is the fastest and easiest way to collect donations. Remember to check state and local laws before you solicit on the street!
· Use collection jars. Many businesses allow you to place collection jars near cash registers for customers to drop in spare change. Make sure the jars are clearly marked and you get permission first.
· Challenge another Lions Club! Contact another local club and issue a challenge to raise the most for White Cane Days. Get the local media involved. Hold a contest and see what happens!
· Raffle items. Some raffles are legal in South Dakota. Check your state and local laws before you plan this event. Get prizes donated and make sure the businesses donating get recognition.
· Hold a barbeque or pancake feed. White Cane funds can be raised from the ticket charge or as an added contribution to an annual event.
· Swim, walk, bowl or bike-a-thon. Plan a new event to raise White Cane money. Get sponsors to offset costs and a local radio station as a media sponsor to publicize the event. Ask companies to recruit teams. Each team captain should sign up 10 team members. Give prizes for the biggest fundraiser, race winner etc.
Steps to Ensure a Successful Event

Four Months Prior:

· Club president appoints White Cane chair and committee

· Distribute promotional kit to all committee members

Three Months Prior:

· Take inventory of supplies left over from last year.

· Send chairman’s contact information and supply order form to SDLF office.

· Confirm local White Cane activities.

· Target at least 4-5 locations.

· Get permission from local owners/managers.

· Select more businesses to display coin collection boxes.

· Designate individuals to handle media/promotions, getting a proclamation, signage, etc.

Two Months Prior:

· Schedule White Cane Days presentation to your club.

· Get dates and information into the club newsletter, on website etc.

· Make sure items above have been followed through on.

One Month Prior:

· Get proclamation signed. Take photos and send with news release to local papers.

· Recruit all club members to participate in White Cane Days activities.

· Ensure that businesses’ permission is secured.

· Send out news releases, PSAs

· Set up radio, television and newspaper interviews

· Confirm supplies

Day Before Event:

· Confirm volunteers, locations and shifts

· Distribute supplies to each site coordinator

· Provide phone numbers for White Cane chairman and coordinators, etc.

· Provide coordinators with a plan on how to handle money.

· Fill in any gaps in the shifts.

· Fax and/or e-mail more PSAs and news releases, conduct media interviews.

Event Day On-sight Responsibilities:

· Gather all volunteers for a quick meeting.

· Thank them for their participation.

· Distribute supplies.

· Go over solicitation tips.

· Empty coin containers and buckets when they are getting full. Always leave a few bills.

· Keep cash in a safe place!

· Frequently check needs of volunteers, i.e. supplies, waters, breaks etc.

· At the end of the day, pick up coin containers from businesses.

· At the end of the day, count cash and give to the White Cane chair.

· Count all donations and deposit. Keep track of the total.

· Don’t forget to thank all your volunteers!

Follow-up:
· Report total collected to club treasurer.

· Cut a check for half the amount raised and sent to SDLF within the week.

· Give each business that participate a Certificate of Appreciation.

· Present a report at the next club meeting. Tell how much was raised, ask if members want to contribute to help reach or exceed goal.

· Send a follow-up news release, with total raised and businesses who participated.

· Thank city officials, club volunteers and anyone else who helped with the event.

· Hold a follow-up meeting with committee to review event and record suggestions for next year.

· Recruit and train next year’s chair!

Samples

Customize and print on your Club stationary!

1) News release for newspaper and TV stations
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contact:  
Name, White Cane Committee Chair

__________________ Lions Club

Contact phone number:

Lions to Raise Funds and Awareness During White Cane Days!

(Your town, SD – Date) – The _________ Lions will be out in the community on (dates(s)) to raise funds and awareness about the blind and visually impaired during annual White Cane Day(s).  White Cane Safety Day is celebrated in the United States on October 15 each year. On this day and during entire week, Lions Clubs across South Dakota are publicizing the needs of the blind and visually impaired, as well as raising contributions to help preserve sight.

DESCRIBE YOUR CLUB EVENT HERE.  REMEMBER TO PUT WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN AND HOW!

Proceeds from the event will go directly to the ___________ Lions Club and to the South Dakota Lions Foundation to help to individuals with visual impairments.

The familiar white cane with a red band at the bottom is used by blind and visually impaired people in many countries. This device was invented in 1930 by Lion George A. Bonham in Peoria, Illinois. Today, blind and visually impaired people through the world use Bonham’s invention.  In addition to providing instruction in the use of white canes, states have created “white cane laws” to protect the visually impaired. Motorists must yield the right of way to the blind and visually impaired.

“The white cane in our society has become one of the symbols of a blind person’s ability to come and go on his own. Its use has promoted courtesy and special consideration to the blind on our streets and highways. To make our people more fully aware of the meaning of the white cane and of the need for motorists to exercise special care for the blind persons who carry it.   Congress, by a joint resolution approved as of October 6, 1964, has authorized the President to proclaim October 15 of each year as White Cane Safety Day, “said President Lyndon B. Johnson.

“Our goal for the 2005 White Cane Days is ________,” said Lion____________, chairman of the _________ Lions Club. “The overall goal for Lions in South Dakota is $10,000. Money raised will support statewide Lions services through the SD Lions Foundation and also help Lions in ____________ help the blind and visually impaired in our community.”

Each person who makes a donation will receive a White Cane lapel emblem to symbolize their commitment to preserving sight and empowering the visually impaired, as well as their concern for the sight of those less fortunate.

For more information, contact your local Lions Club at ____________ or call the SD Lions Foundation at 1-888-SD-LIONS.

###

Customize and print on your Club stationary!

2) Post-event news release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contact:  
Name, White Cane Committee Chair

__________________ Lions Club

Contact phone number:

Lions White Cane Days Raises Money for Blind

(Your town, SD – Date) – The _________ Lions raised more than $________ during a successful White Cane Days activities on (dates(s)). The annual Lions event raises funds for sight preservation and services, and awareness about the blind and visually impaired.  White Cane Safety Day is celebrated in the United States on October 15 each year.

DESCRIBE YOUR CLUB EVENT HERE.  REMEMBER TO PUT WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN AND HOW!

Proceeds from the event will go directly to the ___________ Lions Club and to the South Dakota Lions Foundation to help to individuals with visual impairments.

The familiar white cane with a red band at the bottom is used by blind and visually impaired people in many countries. This device was invented in 1930 by Lion George A. Bonham in Peoria, Illinois. Today, blind and visually impaired people through the world use Bonham’s invention. In addition to providing instruction in the use of white canes, states have created “white can laws” to protect the visually impaired. Motorists must yield the right of way to the blind and visually impaired. The white cane is also symbol of independence.


The ____________ Lions Club will use half of the event proceeds to support individuals in our community with vision and hearing needs. The rest of the proceeds will be used by the SD Lions Foundation to fund statewide programs, including eyeglass recycling, assistance grants to local clubs and the SD Lions Mobile Screening Unit.

For more information, contact the __________ Lions Club at _______________ or the SD Lions Foundation at 1-888-SD-LIONS.

3) Radio and TV public service announcement (PSA)

TO RUN IMMEDIATELY THROUGH ____________

Contact:  
Name, White Cane Committee Chair

__________________ Lions Club

Contact phone number:

(:30)

JOIN THE ________________ LIONS CLUB IN RAISING MONEY AND CREATING AWARENESS OF THE NEEDS OF THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED IN OUR COMMUNITY DURING WHITE CANE DAYS, _______________DATE________________.

_______ LIONS WILL BE AT________________________________COLLECTING DONATIONS TO HELP PREVENT BLINDNESS AND SERVE THOSE IN NEED. LIONS WILL ALSO COLLECT USED EYEGLASSES AND PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT “WHITE CANE” LAWS IN OUR COMMUNITY.

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY TO THE __________________________ AND THE SOUTH DAKOTA LIONS FOUNDATION DURING WHITE CANE DAYS,_DATE___, TO HELP SAVE SOMEONE’S SIGHT AND IMPROVE THE LIVES OF THOSE IN NEED. TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE!

4) Sample letter to local businesses

Name of local business

Dear_______________________________:

The ___________________________ Lions will be asking for contributions to support the community service efforts of their club and the charitable programs of the South Dakota Lions Foundation during annual White Cane Days, _____date_____________________.  All proceeds will be used to help the visually impaired in our community and sight improvement services and projects of the SD Lions Foundation.  Some of these services include financial assistance to those in need to pay for eye surgery, prosthetics, the eyeglass recycling program, and our SD Lions Mobile Screening Unit, which provides statewide vital hearing, vision and diabetes testing free of charge.

To make White Cane Days a success, we need your help. The __________________ Lions Club is asking our local businesses to support this important event in a number of ways. Please consider:

· Allowing Lions to collect donations and distribute white cane lapel emblems at the front of your business during White Cane Days.

· Placing White Cane coin collection boxes at your registers during the month of October. The Lions Club will provide the boxes and collect them at the end of the month.

· Make a contribution to the ________________ Lions Club and SD Lions Foundation to help support our mission of preventing blindness and helping to improve the lives of the visually impaired.

· Educating your employees about White Cane Days and matching their contributions.

Our Lions Club would appreciate any help you can provide in our fight against blindness. I will be contacting you soon to provide more information and answer any questions you may have. In the meantime, please feel free to call me at ______________________.

Thank you for your consideration and support of White Cane Days!

Sincerely,

______________________



_____________________

White Cane Chairman




Lions Club President
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